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Abstract  

Literature is the mirror of society that reflects the shades of human mind. It always 

serves social concerns and purposes. Present paper is a deep study of the plays of 

John Osborne and Vijay Tendulkar, viz. Look Back in Anger, The Entertainer, Luther, 

Sakharam Binder, Silence! The Court is in Session, Kamala. The object of the paper is 

to explore human mind which develops and gets change in accord of its 

environment, circumstances and milieu. No man is born evil or good but the 

circumstance and milieu in which he is brought up make him so. The human nature 

and mind is the product of its surroundings and the situations. The paper is an 

ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

What he does is the after-effects of all the situations he dealt with. The 

development of human mind undergoes through similar process and stages 

irrespective of caste, color and creed. It remains same in all climes and times. Here 

ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ Ψ!ƴƎǊȅ ¸ƻǳƴƎƳŀƴΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƻng with the 

conditions, when and why a man gets the epithet. 

Keywords: Angry Youngman, dissentience, masochism, complexity, scavenger, 

anguish. 

 

Introduction 

¢ƘŜ ŜǇƛǘƘŜǘ Ψ!ƴƎǊȅ ¸ƻǳƴƎƳŀƴΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

given to both the playwrights John Osborne and 

Vijay Tendulkar. Jimmy Porter in Look Back in Anger 

and Sakharam in Sakharam Binder strike multiple 

attitudes. When they speak, they represent anger, 

misanthropy and blasphemy. They are presented as 

neurotic full of intellectual frustration who furiously 

find the whole world out of step. The frustration of 

Jimmy Porter pervades the whole play, all the 

characters especially Alison his wife, are the victims 

of his verbal assault. Some critics even criticize the 

existence and identification of such a character. 

Richard Dutton in his book Modern Tragicomedy 

and the British Tradition defines the problem 

ofidentification: 

He turned his scathing rhetoric on a post-

war Britain that seemed to him to have no 

positive values left, trying to good his wife 

and friends out of what he saw as their 

apathy, but he had little self respect either 

and could be downright boorish in his 

treatment of other people, not an easy 

man to like or to identify with. (3) 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ hǎōƻǊƴŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 

concept of narcissism of modern man got deep 

rooted in his mind and gets a reflection in his plays 

like Look Back in Anger, The Entertainer etc. Here 

he shows how an economic and social system of 

post-war England is hostile and breaks down the 

individual. Vijay Tendulkar, Marathi Indian writer 

also raises his voice against the established norms 
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and devilish aspects of post-independent 

Indiansociety through his plays and analyses the 

relationship between human beings by unveiling 

many facades that controls human behavior and 

humanmind.  

Jimmy Porter, Sakharam Binder, Archie 

Rice, Jaisingh are the prime symbols of modern 

faithless man who has lost all faiths and beliefs in 

society and humanity as well and plunges into the 

abyss of moral depravity in the pretext of progress 

and advancement. In the modern age of single-

mindedness religion has also lost its significance. It 

has not been proved as pillar of security but a 

blanket that wraps the minds of common people 

who in hope of redemption carry its load.  

Shadow of Anger: 

Owing to advancement and 

industrialization man has become materialistic and 

sacrificed his emotional needs and fulfillment. He is 

running after material pursuits. William 

Wordsworth, Romantic poet asserts this fact in his 

ǇƻŜƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ǎΩΥ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

is too much with us/ Late and soon! Getting and 

spending/ we lay waste our ǇƻǿŜǊǎέΦ 

Wordsworth laments over the self-

centeredness and egotism of the modern man who 

has been captured in the claws of malice, hatred, 

isolation, frustration and anguish like negative 

traits. Anger and resistance has pervaded the mind 

of almost every human being. There are some 

socio-psychological elements that cause anger and 

resentment. Kenneth Allop offers an explicit 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻŘ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ΨŘƛǎǎŜƴǘƛŜƴŎŜΩΦ 

When a man is sick with everything, feels anger at 

every cause, he is not angry ōǳǘΨŘƛǎǎŜƴǘŜǊΩΦ 

Jimmy Porter remains annoyed with 

ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψ{ǳƴŘŀȅ tŀǇŜǊǎΩΣ ōƻƻƪǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ 

church bells etc. He is dissatisfied with his dull 

tedious routine of life, with the behavior of his wife 

Alison, with the ignorance of his friend Cliff. He has 

lost faith in everything. In his baffling sense of 

purposelessness he finds no noble cause to fight 

for. 

JIMMY. I suppose people of our generation 

are not able to die for good cause any 

longer. We had all that does for us, in the 

thirties and forties, when we were still 

kids. There are not any good, and brave 

cause left. (LBA, 84) 

Jimmy has experienced death so closely in his 

childhood which is still fresh in his memory. When 

his father returns sick from the war in Spain, he 

needs care and affection of his family but Jimmy 

ǎƛǘǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōŜŘ 

watching him dying gradually. He holds war 

responsible for this tragic experience. He recollects 

his bitter experiences to Helena: 

WLaa¸Φ Χȅƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎŜ 

what it was to be angry- angry and 

helpless. And I can never forget it. (Sits) I 

know more about love, betrayal and 

death, when I was ten years old than you 

will probably ever know all your life. (LBA, 

58) 

Jimmy suffers a kind of emotional maladjustment 

that emerges from the indifferent attitude of his 

mother and family towards his father. The other 

ǇǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ hǎōƻǊƴŜΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

the emotional hollowness of man. They have lost 

the essential feelings of love, mutual bonding, trust, 

compassion and sympathy. Thus, their life has 

become drudgery and a kind of slog. They go on 

living for their own self and physical comforts. 

Archie Rice in The Entertainer confesses: 

ARCHIE. I am dead behind these eyes. I am 

dead, just like the whole inert shoddy lot 

there. It does not matter because I do not 

feel a thing and neither do they. We are 

just as dead as each other. (The 

Entertainer, 72) 

The growing fashion in young generation and 

cultural erosion is also the cause of anger among 

older generation. It is hard for elders to accept 

obscenity in pretext of fashion and modernity. Billy 

wƛŎŜΣ !ǊŎƘƛŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

reconcile with such situations. He scornfully 

ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ά²Ŝƭƭ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀ 

family man take his wife and kids to see a lot of 

ǘƘƛǊŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎƭǳǘǎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŘŜέΦόмуύ  

He further asserts the fact that to distinguish man 




