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Abstract

This article critically examines the representation of patriarchy and gender
dynamics in selected novels of Taslima Nasrin. Focusing on Lajja and French
Lover, the study explores how patriarchal structures regulate women’s
identities and lived experiences. It further investigates the ways in which

Nasrin’s female characters negotiate oppression and articulate resistance.

Pow—— Drawing upon feminist theoretical frameworks, the paper argues that
anjeev lomar
: Nasrin’s fiction not only exposes systemic gender inequalities but also

Article info redefines women as active agents of autonomy and transformation.
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1. Introduction authority. As Simone de Beauvoir states, “One

. . is not born, but rather becomes, a woman”
The discourse on gender representation

(Beauvoir 267). This foundational idea

has gained increasing importance in

. . . underlines the constructed nature of gender
contemporary literary studies, particularly ) .
1 . - roles, a theme that resonates deeply in Nasrin’s
within postcolonial and feminist frameworks.

. . e narratives.
Patriarchy continues to shape social institutions

and cultural practices, often relegating women
to subordinate positions. In this context, the
writings of Taslima Nasrin emerge as a
significant intervention. Her novels foreground
the lived realities of women while challenging
the ideological foundations of patriarchal

2. Theoretical Framework: Understanding
Patriarchy

Patriarchy, as a conceptual category, has
been extensively theorized within feminist
discourse. It operates through institutional and
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cultural mechanisms that sustain male

dominance.

As Sylvia Walby argues, “Patriarchy is a
system of social structures and practices in
which men dominate, oppress and exploit
(Walby  20). This
perspective provides a useful lens to analyze

women” theoretical
Nasrin's representation of gender relations. Her
novels depict patriarchy not as an abstract
concept but as a lived reality embedded in
family structures, social expectations, and
religious ideologies.

3. Gender Oppression in Selected Novels

Nasrin’s fiction offers a powerful
portrayal of the everyday realities of gender
oppression. In Lajja, the intersection of
communal violence and patriarchal control
intensifies women’s vulnerability. As Taslima
Nasrin writes, “Women suffer not only as
members of a community but also as women
within that community” (Nasrin 45). This
highlights the dual burden of gender and socio-
political marginalization. In French Lover, the
institution of marriage becomes a site of
domination. As Taslima Nasrin depicts,
“Marriage becomes a cage where a woman'’s
identity is gradually erased” (Nasrin 67). Such
imagery underscores the psychological and
emotional dimensions of oppression.

4. Construction of Female Identity

Nasrin’s novels engage deeply with the
question of identity. Her female characters are
often caught between societal expectations and
personal aspirations. As Simone de Beauvoir
explains, “Woman is defined and differentiated
with reference to man and not he with reference
to her” (Beauvoir 26). This notion is reflected in
Nasrin’s portrayal of women struggling to
assert individuality. The protagonist of French
Lover exemplifies this struggle. As Taslima
Nasrin presents, “ A woman must claim her own
space to truly exist” (Nasrin 112). This assertion
foregrounds the importance of autonomy in
identity formation.

5. Resistance and Agency

Resistance is a central theme in Nasrin’s
work. Her characters challenge patriarchal
norms through both subtle and overt acts. As
Judith Butler argues, “Gender is not something
one is, it is something one does” (Butler 179).
This concept of performativity suggests that
gender roles are not fixed and can be contested.
Nasrin’s characters embody this resistance. As
Taslima Nasrin illustrates, “Silence is imposed
on women, but resistance begins when they
speak” (Nasrin 134). The act of speaking thus
becomes a form of empowerment.

6. Religion and Patriarchal Control

Nasrin critically interrogates the role of
religion in reinforcing patriarchal norms. Her
work reveals how religious interpretations are
often used to legitimize gender inequality. In
Lajja, this dynamic is particularly evident. As
Taslima Nasrin notes, “Religion becomes a tool
to control women’s bodies and choices” (Nasrin
102). As Nivedita Menon states, “Gender
inequality is sustained through traditions that
resist questioning” (Menon 54). Nasrin’s writing
challenges these traditions and calls for critical
engagement.

7. Narrative Strategy and Literary Significance

Nasrin’s narrative style is marked by
clarity, directness, and emotional intensity. She
avoids unnecessary embellishment, focusing
instead on the lived realities of her characters.
Her use of realism and symbolism enhances the
impact of her critique. Domestic spaces often
signify confinement, while acts of movement
symbolize liberation. Such narrative strategies
contribute to the depth and effectiveness of her
work.

8. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the fiction
of Taslima Nasrin offers a compelling critique of
patriarchy and gender inequality. Her works
illuminate the complexities of women's
experiences while emphasizing the importance
of resistance and self-assertion. Rather than
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presenting women as passive victims, Nasrin
portrays them as individuals capable of
challenging oppressive structures. As Taslima
Nasrin powerfully asserts, “Freedom is not
given to women; it must be taken” (Nasrin 156).
This statement encapsulates the transformative
vision of her writing.
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