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Abstract  

This research paper explores the theme of identity crisis in Rahi Masoom 

Raza's novel Adha Gaon, set against the backdrop of the Partition of India. The 

paper analyzes how the socio-political upheavals of Partition and the rigid 

structures of caste, class, and religion lead to a crisis of identity among the 

characters. By delving into the complexities of personal and communal 

identities, the paper argues that Adha Gaon offers a poignant reflection on the 

struggles of a fragmented society seeking to redefine itself. 
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Introduction 

Adha Gaon (Half a Village) by Rahi 

Masoom Raza is a celebrated novel in Hindi 

literature that portrays the socio-cultural and 

political changes in a rural Indian village during 

the Partition of India (1947). The novel is set in a 

fictional village called Gangauli in eastern Uttar 

Pradesh. The novel captures life in Gangauli, a 

harmonious village where Hindus and Muslims 

coexist peacefully.   

It provides a vivid depiction of rural 

India, focusing on traditions, communal 

harmony, and simple lifestyles before the 

Partition. The story examines how the Partition 

disrupts the unity and peace of the village. 

Communal tensions rise, relationships are 

strained, and a sense of mistrust spreads, 

breaking the age-old bond between 

communities. The novel features memorable 

characters who represent various facets of rural 

society.  Characters like Haji Sahib, Zameer, and 

other villagers symbolize different attitudes 

towards faith, tradition, and politics 

Raza expresses a longing for the 

simplicity and unity of rural life, which is slowly 

eroded by political events. The novel delves into 

the personal struggles of villagers as they 

grapple with identity, belonging, and 

displacement. Raza critiques how political 

agendas exploit religion and divide 

communities for power.  Adha Gaon is a 

powerful commentary on the socio-political 

upheavals of Partition, urging readers to reflect 

on the consequences of communal divisions.    
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       This novel is both a nostalgic tribute 

to rural life and a profound critique of the 

divisive forces that altered it forever. Rahi 

Masoom Raza's Adha Gaon is a powerful 

narrative that captures the turmoil of a small 

village in Uttar Pradesh during the Partition of 

India. The novel intricately weaves together the 

lives of its characters, each grappling with a 

crisis of identity in a rapidly changing socio-

political landscape. This paper aims to explore 

the various dimensions of identity crisis in the 

novel, examining how the forces of religion, 

caste, class, and politics contribute to the 

fragmentation of individual and communal 

identities. 

The Partition of India in 1947 led to 

unprecedented displacement, violence, and 

social upheaval, fundamentally altering the 

lives of millions. The novel reflects this 

turbulence in the microcosm of a single village, 

where traditional social structures are 

challenged and redefined. The impact of 

Partition on communal harmony, caste 

relations, and individual identities forms the 

crux of the narrative, making Adha Gaon a 

compelling study of identity in crisis. 

The novel portrays the village as a space 

where Hindus and Muslims have coexisted for 

centuries. However, the advent of Partition 

disrupts this fragile harmony, leading to a crisis 

of religious identity. Characters like Dada 

Choudhary, a Muslim landlord, find themselves 

torn between their allegiance to the land they 

have nurtured and the growing pressure to 

identify with the newly formed Pakistan. This 

tension is emblematic of the broader identity 

crisis faced by Indian Muslims, who were 

compelled to choose between their religious 

identity and their sense of belonging to the 

Indian nation. 

Many Muslim characters in the novel 

experience a profound sense of alienation and 

ambivalence. They are caught between the fear 

of persecution in India and the uncertainty of 

migrating to Pakistan. This duality creates an 

internal conflict that questions the very notion 

of home and belonging, contributing to a deep-

seated identity crisis. 

 Raza’s novel delves into the complexities 

of caste identity, depicting how the rigid social 

hierarchy of the village is both reinforced and 

destabilized by the events of Partition. 

Characters like Namak Haram, who belong to 

lower castes, struggle with the dual burden of 

caste oppression and the changing socio-

political dynamics. Their quest for dignity and 

recognition amidst the chaos of Partition adds 

another layer to the identity crisis explored in 

the novel. 

Economic disparities further complicate 

the identity crisis. The traditional power 

dynamics, rooted in land ownership and class, 

are challenged as the socio-political upheaval 

disrupts the economic stability of the village. 

The landlords and peasants alike grapple with a 

loss of identity as their roles and status are 

questioned in the new socio-political order. 

Women in Adha Gaon are portrayed as 

bearers of tradition and honor, but the turmoil 

of Partition subjects them to new forms of 

violence and subjugation. Their identity is often 

reduced to their roles as daughters, wives, and 

mothers, but the crisis of Partition forces many 

to confront and redefine their sense of self 

beyond these roles. 

        Despite the pervasive patriarchal 

structures, some female characters in the novel 

exhibit agency and resilience. Their struggle to 

assert their identity in the face of societal 

expectations and political turmoil highlights the 

complex interplay between gender and identity 

crisis. The creation of India and Pakistan as 

separate nations fractures the concept of a 

unified national identity. For the characters in 

Adha Gaon, this fragmentation is not just 

political but deeply personal. The villagers, who 

once saw themselves as part of a cohesive 

community, are now forced to navigate a 

divided identity based on national lines. 
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       The novel illustrates how the 

personal identity crisis of its characters is 

intertwined with the larger political narrative. 

The choices characters make—whether to stay 

in India or migrate to Pakistan—are laden with 

political significance, reflecting the inextricable 

link between personal identity and political 

affiliation. 

Adha Gaon poignantly captures the 

identity crisis that emerges from the socio-

political upheavals of Partition. Rahi Masoom 

Raza’s nuanced portrayal of the intersecting 

identities of religion, caste, class, and gender 

reveals the complexities of belonging and 

alienation in a fractured society. The novel 

serves as a reminder of the enduring impact of 

Partition on personal and communal identities, 

urging readers to reflect on the continuing 

relevance of these issues in contemporary India. 
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